The Pre-K and Kindergarten experience could be a child’s most important educational opportunity.  It is, after all, the very first opportunity to actively participate in a school environment. During the first few years of school, a child’s foundation, for his/her entire academic career, is established. The Brentwood School District aims to offer every child the very best educational experience. We strive to educate and nurture children so that they can meet their greatest potential. As a result, the Board of Education approved a new age requirement to enter Pre-K and Kindergarten for the 2009-2010 school year. This new age requirement will allow our children time to mature and master age-appropriate skills. While the change is a difference of only four weeks, when compared to last year, teachers and administrators agree that it can make a significant difference in a child’s developmental stage. 

The Brentwood School District currently has 550 students enrolled in our Universal Pre-K program.  That is almost half of our population of Kindergarten children!  Our Pre-K students attend school at Family Service League and MDQ Academy in Bay Shore as well as Shepherds Gate (on the St. Joseph’s Academy Campus, in Brentwood).  As the District moves towards higher literacy standards, Pre-K and Kindergarten students now have the opportunity to practice and enhance their emerging phonemic awareness and letter-sound correspondence.  Through a developmentally sequenced reading and writing program, Brentwood’s children are enhancing their pre-literacy skills.  This year teachers and administrators from our Universal Pre-Kindergarten sites and Kindergarten buildings had the opportunity to be trained in the use of Writer’s Workshop, based on Columbia University’s model.  As a result, our youngest students are drawing and beginning to write about special moments in their lives.  Our early childhood classrooms are brimming with potential.  All Elementary-age students, including Pre-Kindergarten children, are being exposed to the very best teaching practices.  Together, we are building a culture where our children’s stories and school experiences are valued and proudly shared.  

2009-2010 NEW AGE REQUIREMENT TO ATTEND PRE-K AND KINDERGARTEN:

	To Attend Pre-Kindergarten
	To Attend Kindergarten

	Must be 4 years old on or before December 1st, 2009
	Must be 5 years old on or before December 1st, 2009


