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The Instructional Media 

Team is focused on  

ensuring that every 

 student receives the 

best 21st century 

 learning experiences. 

Welcome to our quarterly newsletter! 
Check out what our district is doing now in technology and 

instructional media! 
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Meet our District Computer Consultants                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above are : Trish Brockbank, Dave Kiedaisch, Liz McCullough, Holly 

Nolan, Mike McGinn, Jerry Martusciello , (seated) Joe Roderick, Theresa Giacolone, 

and Rosanne Kavanagh, (not pictured– Rose Flores). 

Meet our Library Media Specialists  

 

 

First Quarter 2011 

                Pictured below are:    

    Jennifer Brittman, Roxane Steinke,       

Sue Peterson, Susan Lewis and 

(seated)     Theresa Golinski, and  

Kendal Griffing (not pictured-Liz 

Kobel). 

              Pictured above are: 

Sue Sullivan, Ginny Pappas, Andrea 

Ludwig, Diane Longo, and (seated) 

Janet Gewirtzman and Kyle Quenne-

ville. 
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www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/
ghgonline/turnpoint/
tpcontents.html.  This was Tony’s 
first time bringing his class to the 
computer lab and he loved the re-
sults!  
 The site used is an    
interactive timeline for students to 
explore all the different topics of 
Global History. 

 Beginning a research project is 
always the toughest part for students.  
Finding an interesting topic with an 
appropriate amount of information for 
research can be daunting.   
 High School Social Studies 
teacher, Tony Salerno, found the per-
fect work around for this overwhelm-
ing task and students just loved it.  He 
took them on a field trip to the com-
puter lab and directed them to 

HS Social Studies Teacher Takes Pain Out 

of Choosing Research Topic 

Freshman Center Uses Technology  to Leap into Literacy 

 The Instructional Media Team  

Helped Put The SUPER  

In Superintendent’s Conference Day  

  This year’s  Superinten-
dent’s Conference Day in Oc-
tober was filled with profes-
sional development. It was ex-
citing because the Freshman 
Center   Staff and the High 
School Staff combined efforts 
in both planning and atten-
dance. 

 When the literacy team 
suggested some teacher-run 
workshops,  all of the librari-
ans, computer consultants and 
supporting teachers jumped at 
the chance! 

  

 We offered following 

courses.  School Center—

teaching teachers how to   

create their own webpage;     

Castlelearning-both intro 

and advanced; Educational 

Games-capitalizing on moti-

vating students; Engrade-an 

online teacher grade book 

and Edmodo– an educa-

tional  blogging tool. 

 Missed a workshop? 

Visit your friendly computer 

consultant or librarian to 

schedule some personal 

training. 

Smartboard-Savvy, Ms. Maria Alvarez, incorporates all she’s learned about technology into her lessons.  Here, she is teaching students about con-gruent angles! Way to go Ms. Alvarez! 

 Students at the Freshman 

Center are creating their own Digital 

Libraries using Destiny!  They can 

choose their books using a search for 

number of pages or lexile level and 

they can even write their own re-

views and ratings!  This library will 

stay with them throughout high 

school!  

 Also, the Freshman Founda-

tions Research Project is underway!  

Global Studies 1 curriculum focuses 

on World Religions and/or History 

Makers.  Key leaders involved in this 

project are Computer Consultant, 

Rose Flores, Librarian, Janet Ge-

wirtzman, and Literacy Consultant, 

Katie Macrae.  The students are re-

searching online encyclopedias,  da-

tabases  and websites for their paper 

and will eventually showcase this 

paper by creating a visual presenta-

tion—a PowerPoint, Movie Maker, 

Publisher brochure or more. 
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 Christopher Dalley, Assistant 
Principal at South Middle, created a 
PowerPoint presentation for the Guid-
ance Department's Back to School 
Night, introducing parents to the 
building’s Castlelearning Competition.  

Challenge problems were created for 
each grade, leading up to the Dis-
trict’s Quarterly Exams.  Winning 
scores will be checked on Castlelearn-
ing. All teachers have a subscription– 
check out Castlelearning.com! 

REVIVE YOUR BIOGRAPHY LESSON! 

Castlelearning Competition at South Middle 

 East Middle 
School Librarian, Mr. 
Quenneville, incorpo-
rates the ñBio-Cubeò 
to spark-up the biog-
raphy lesson.  This 

six sided Bio-Cube 
prompts students to describe a 

personôs life beyond where they were 
born and died.  Using the Bio-Cube in your bi-

ography lesson promotes synthesis and Bloomôs Tax-
onomy of higher order thinking skills.  Researching an 
inventor, entrepreneur or celebrity helps students 
make connections to how real people have influenced 

history or society.  Stu-
dents also respond kines-
thetically by making the 
cube 3-D from a sheet of 
colored paper.  The Bio-
Cube may be incorporated 
into all subject areas.  Stu-
dents are eager to share 
what they have learned 
with the class.  Bio-Cubes can be displayed as a mo-
bile to be hung in the classroom.  For more informa-
tion check out www.readwritethink.org and in the 
search box type ñbio cube.ò 

Virtual Back to School Night at East Middle   

Ken Schroder, a math teacher at East Middle  is also a Lieutenant Colonel in the US Army Re-

serves, and was called away to duty during the week of Back to School Night . Still wanting to 

connect with parents, he created a ―virtual‖ presentation on PowerPoint with his voice recorded, 

and looped to play throughout the evening. Parents found the presentation to be informative 

and clever , and stayed to watch and listen.  
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Explore the Web displays web-
sites that correlate with the stories 
the children 

just read.  One great link they refer to often is Scholastic 

Teachers: 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/teaching-
resources 

Explore the Web  

Scholastic BookFLIX is a new online literacy resource that pairs classic video storybooks from Wes-
ton Woods with related nonfiction eBooks from Scholastic to build a love of reading and learning. 
An engaging way to link fact and fiction, BookFLIX reinforces early reading skills and introduces 

children to a world of knowledge and exploration. 

Highlighted Website: Book Flix 

ELEMENTARY 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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 At East Elementary Mrs. 

Peterson read the book Too 

Many Pumpkins by Linda White to 

the kindergarten students .  Dur-

ing the story the children dis-

cussed the main character Re-

becca Estelle and her actions 

through the course of the book. 

After the story each class cre-

ated a picture of Rebecca 

Estelle on the Smart board, the 

children were able to describe 

her character traits and with the 

help of the librarian they were 

able to type some behavioral 

characteristics as well.   

 

Too Many Pumpkins!  

Advertisement  Contact  Advertisement  
Theresa Giacolone or  

Jerry Martusciello  
(434-2295)to learn more about  manuals and 

training for the following Elementary programs. 
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 The Instructional Me-

dia Center is a hub of activ-

ity.  The IMC is responsible for 

technology and library me-

dia professional develop-

ment.  All K-12 disciplines are 

supported through software 

and online subscription mainte-

nance through the IMC.  All tech-

nology that serves as an instruc-

tional tool, from Elmo document 

cameras to SMART boards to stu-

dent response systems to LCD 

TV's and even earphones all find 

their way to the schools through 

the Instructional Media Center. 

 The IMC is responsible for ensur-

ing all library media inventory is 

continuously being updated in 

order to provide our students the 

most current books, periodicals 

and research tools. Many com-

puter peripherals can be or-

dered through the IMC. 

 BOCES Arts and Education is 

coordinated through the Instruc-

tional Media Center.  Audio vis-

ual setups, including sound sys-

tems and maintenance occur 

through the IMC. All A.V., com-

puter and printer repairs are 

done at the IMC. The Instruc-

tional Media Center Team take 

pride in knowing they make a 

difference supporting the staff 

and students of the Brentwood 

School District. 

Everyone at North Ele-

mentary School, includ-

ing Mrs. Kobel, the Library 

Media Specialist, is 

thankful to Capital One 

Bank, their employee 

volunteers, and the Heart 

of America Foundation 

who selected North Ele-

mentary School to re-

ceive a grant enabling 

them to receive a reno-

vated reading corner in 

the Library Media Center, 

250 books for the library 

to circulate to all pa-

trons, as well as books for 

each child to take home.  

Thanks to all for the won-

derful gift of literacy! 

NORTH ELEMENTARY LIBRARY GETS A             

MAKEOVER THANKS TO CAPITAL ONE! 

 Instructional 
Media  
Center 
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Bottom row from left to right: Ann Bass, Florence Schmieder, Middle row 

from left to right: Theresa Giacolone, Gail Vlahoginis, Mike Cannizaro., 

Top row from left to right: Shawn Dimpiero, Tony Frangipane.               

Not pictured: Lisa Catandella and Jerry Martusciello 
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